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| 1 21 The Sir it of God, came upon Azariah, the Son of Oded.” 


OCCASIONAL SERMON. 


2d Book of Chronicles, 1 Chap, it & —_ 7 


wy And he went out to meet Afa, and all Judah, and Benjamin; 


* and he aid, unto Him — the Lord is with You, while ye 


be with Him; and if ye feek Him, He will be fend of 
vou; but of 2 Him — He will forfule yu” 
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T HE Hinory of the piöpler Azariah, the Son of Oded, 
who went out it is ſaid, to meet King — neither 


that, of Aſa himſelf, ſhall I at preſent have Time, ſhould I 
enter upon them, to go through with; and it will be far 


more uſeful to you, ( my Hearers, ) at your own Homes, 


ſeverally to ſearch this particular portion of holy Scripture, 


yourſelves ; when, I ſhall commend you, as St. Paul formerly 


did the Bareans, who received the word of Gop with all 


readineſs of Mind ; but ſearched daily the Scriptures, that 


He had been preaching unto Them; whether thoſe Things 
were ſo; — r go ye (my Brethren ). and do 


A | likewiſe; 3 


2 
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(649) 
| likewiſe; For they will be able thro” ce to male you wY 
wiſe unto Salvation : (as when our Hoſt goeth forth againſt 


the Enemy—if ye keep y ourſely ves, from everywicked Thing > 


Ĩ bis is my Opinion ; This is my Faith, and Hope— while a 
what is a man profited, or what ſhall we be profited, if we 
ſhould gain the whole World, and loſe our own Souls ? or 3 
what ſhall we give in Exchange for our Souls? | 


The prophet Azariah (ye hear ) told Aﬀa, and all Judah, and 
Benjamin — that, the Loxp was with them, while they were 
with Him ; that, if they ſought Him, He would be found. of , | 

them; but. if they forſook Him — He would forlake them. 


_ |  Verily, verily then, the Caſe i is the very fame with Us 
5 . wy Chriſtians ; for Gop is the fame yeſterday, to Day, and for ; 
ever: And, if we ſeek the Loxp early — (yea, if we ſeek 
Him late, even at the eleventh Hour, with Sincerity and 
Truth —) He will be found of Us : : But if we purpoſely put 
it off from Day to Day _ from Week to Week — from Month 


to Month — from Year to Year (as fome do, ) who forſake 
the eſtabliſhed Church — how do we ſay that, we are wiſe — 


and, that the Law of the Lon, i is with Us T 


80 


Bo that, chis Expoſtulation of the prophet Jeremy, to the 
- Smpenitent and hardened Jews — will be well worth our 


moſt ſerious Conſideration frequently, at all Times, and upon 


© all Occafions— inaſmuch, as we are All liable to the very 


: ſame” Reproof ourſelves, if we obey not in all Things ; ; if We 


. = make not a proper, a right Uſe of thoſe means afforded US — 


and which Gop hath left us, for the furtherance of our 
Salvation: — otherwiſe, the Lok p will not be with us, will 
not be found of us — but will forſake 51 utterly — ſhould 
we at any time, apoſtatize ſrom Him to go a whoring after 


our own Inventions | 4 


Ie will be 3 (I muſt believe,) whilſt! 


am thus employed — whilſt I am thus moſt ſeriouſly and 


(I hope,) uſefully engaged to beſeech you to be reconciled— | 
to fear God, and keep his Commandments - — to obſerve, as 
I go along — the condition of all Chriſtians, both with regard 
to the Inſtruction and Exhortation given them, i in the writings | 
of the Old and New Teſtament — with what Judgment ought . 
to be made of their, and our conduẽt and Behaviour under 
theſe good and wholeſome Advantages: — For Gon, hath 


not left us — nor were our r Forefathers leſt to | unaſſiſted 
E bs Nan 


865 


f Reaſon only, to work out their Salvation; but from 3 


Beginning Gop gave a Law to Adam, to the Iſraelites, : 
and to their Children after them ; ſending ( as we read ) his b 
ae e them: — but when the fulneſs of Time was 
One, into the World — to call Sinners, to e to 
open Men's Eyes — to turn them from * to * 


and from the power of Satan, unto Go. 


70 us Westie (my Fellow Soldiers of this, our Commu- 


nion —) to us, Children of Grace here, of this Houſehold of 

Fam hath Gop verily given ( we all know,) his moſt 
| dearly beloved Son — to redeem us, to purify us, to fave us; 
not only to die for us, and to riſe again for our Juſtification— 
but to be our Guide alſo, and Inſtruftor — to bring us to 
Happineſs, and lead us to Salvation — ( of whoſe. Body, of 
- whoſe Fleſh, and of whoſe Bones, we are Meet as of 


one another, in pariculr ) 


When, whatever . He himſelf, or his Apolites, his 
Evangeliſts, or Others, guided by the holy Spirit of Gon — 


have taught * as neceſſary to thus glorious privilege of 


becoming 


1 5 
an the Sons of 068 and joint Heirs with Cn RIST, of 
mme Kingdom of Heaven, is all faithfully preſerved - — 


And committed to writing, for us to look- into— to a: 


examine, and meditate upon ; to be an Encouragement and 
Warning to us, to the End of the World — or to our Lives 
End at leaſt ſo long as our Moon endureth — who ſhall N 
every One of us, in the Laſt Day, appear before CursT's 
5 Tribunal — to receive for the Things done in the Body, 
whether they be good, or bad: When, the Wicked ſhall go 
into everlaſting Puniſhment; but the Righteous, into Life 
eternal. 9 NY | 


But foraſmuch, as there are (and may we not daily obſerve 
it in moſt Pariſhes ) Some, who very ſeldom read their 
Bibles — Or who have not (the more the pity) any good 
capacity of judging what, they do read — yet God, ( we are 


told) for their ſakes, to help their Ignorance, their want of i 


Capacity herein — hath moreover graciouſiy appointed Paſtors . 
and Teachers in the Church, whoſe buſineſs, whoſe only 
buſineſs it is, to expound and inculcate the holy Scriptures : 
in ie cars of their People — - proving to them that, they were N 
- X02 as ave 


5 RIG 5 


Cc EDO KK n * * 
* es 1 


Righteouſneſs — that the Man of Gob, may be pere — 


thoroughly furniſhed to all Good Works E42 


And that, there may be ſuffcient Time for al Chriſtians to | 


hear, and learn their Duty to Gov, to their Neighbours, and 


themſelves — one Day in ſeven, is in all Places ſet apart, for 


religious Worſhip; which Day, IS a Day of Reſt from "8 


| worldly Labour — when, whoever witingly, and willingly 
neglects to hear the Word of Gov, in Public, i in the Congre- 
gation of Caxis7's Flock — or to read, mark, learn, and 


1 inwardly digeſt it in private at Home, in their Cloſets, or 


with their Families — are utterly inexcuſable ; - and ſhall in 


: the End meet with their Reward —-to be turned into Hell, 
8 with all the People that forget Goo: ſince, what can be a 
greater Aggravation of Men's Guilt, a greater Affront to the 
Lozo, to call themſelves Chriſtians — to know what Duty 

| and Service they owe to Go and yet, not do it — not 
practiſe It — not perſon it at leaſt OR, every Lord's Day. 


2 


l obſinately 


given by Inſpiration of Gon; that, they are profitable e ö 5 


5 Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, „ for Inſtruction in : 


5 i. 1 1 8 


8 ebay do deſpite tothe Law of Gov — who, if they 


= | 9 remember the.Sabbath-Day — will not be wrought upon, by 
all that we can ay — to keep i it ſo h holy: but whether they 


5 will hear, or whether they will forbear — we ſhould cry 

> aloud, and ſpare not; it being our chief buſineſs to take heed 
unto ourſelves, and to all the Flock over which, the! Horx 

Gnosr hath made us Overſeers, to feed the Church of Go :— 


And verily, ſuch are all the gracious Means given, and 
afforded us by God, in the Scriptures, for our Improve- | 
ment and Growth in Grace — that, unleſs Ye are blind to 

your Own Good - — unleſs Ye will ſhut your Eyes, nor will | 


hear with your Ears to be converted, to be perſuaded — I 


know not, how any among you of this Houſchold of F aith, 


ſhould periſh, (where the Lox is, to hear our Prayers, and 


receive our Petitions—) but that All, ſhould be ſaved: — 


F or, as in the Caſe of Knowledge, and Inſtruction p 
likewiſe, in the matter of Perſuaſion and Exhortation — we 
are not leſt to Conſcience only, to our own Feelings; but 


the very ſame Revelation, which teaches us our exact Dut7 


to God, to our Neighbours, and ourſelyes— is accompanied 


alſo, 


rr 


4 10 : 


1 85 ed allo, with the moſt earneſt Exhortations ( we muſt beliedejg | 
| to fulfil the ſame ; all which are grounded upon the moſt | 


important, affecting Reaſons, that can be offered, or propoſed 


3 and rational Creature : — 
[| | "Ws what can be a greater Encouragement to do Good. : 


than an Aſſurance of Happineſs and Felicity in Heaven, to ; 
| | thoſe, who ſhall faithfully have ſearched ( as the Bareans ) 


the holy Scriptures, and complied with their Commands? 


or what greater, or more cogent Arguments are therein, to 
deter us (of every Denomination, ) from Evil — than thoſe, 4 
ye muſt have heard of from your Teachers, occaſionally _ 


if not ſeen 1 many Times, with your own Eyes ? 


As when the Old World, would not be reclaimed by the 
preaching of Noah — God brought down the Flood upon 


: them, and almoſt totally deftroyed all the ungodly : : That, 
5 when by the Admonitions of righteous Lot, the Inhabitants * 
Sodom and Gomorrah, would not be warned - — He turned 
| their Cities into Aſhes, and overthrew them — making them 
; an Example, to all future Ages: That, when the Iſraelites 


rebelled — He en them, in the Wilderneſs ; ; no leſs. 
| than 


7.4. 28 ) 


5 than three and twenty Thouſand being con ſamed in one Dey! 1 


— 14 


But it is enough | ! Theſe verily, are ſufficient Inſtances: — 


and every one of us ſurely, have ſufficient Means afforded us, 
to be obedient — to ſeek the Lord, while he may be found 
N of us: — Whilſt, if Ye will not make a proper uſe of theſe 
8 of theſe Advantages given you — nor conſult the 
Scriptures, nor hearken to the Stewards of Gop's Myſteries 
nor hear Moſes, nor the other numerous Prophets ſent to awe 


you, to affright you — neither will Ye be „1 
One roſe from the Dead: 


| And what leſs can be expected, than that Gov, however 
merciful, patient, and long-ſuffering — ſhould yet put the 
ſame Queſtion to you, as aforetime, to the Jews — ſaying, 
How do Ye ſay, we are wiſe : and the Law of the Lozyd is 
with Us ? Lo certainly, in vain made He it; the Pen of the 
Scribes, is in vain: — F 


For Ve can never plead ſurely, that ye underſtand not : 
your Duty ; or at leaſt, that ye are not ſufficiently adviſed 
of it, and exhorted to perform it ; ſince the very Poor among 
us, the very meaneſt of this, our eſtabliſhed Chriſtian Church— 

* . 8 | have, 


* 15 5 


5 have, every Week, the Gospel preache d unte them, 1 well 5 
9 others; — fo that they, all of them, have it in their Power 


too, to know enough i in general — — 6 make them bappier, its 


well as wiſer in the way of Godlineſs: — but if ſuch will not 


be perſuaded — will not be reconciled, will not be converted 


from their evil Ways — but will be running here and there; 
yet let not us (my Brethren) let not us, who hope to be ſaved 


who wiſh to die the Death of the Righteous, and to have our 


laſt End like his — ever give up our Hope, or forſake our 


Calling as. Men and Chriſtians; TR all Things, do our 


Duty to Gop, as obedient Children, in his holy Temple — 


who will never leave us, nor forſake us either here, or hereaſter; 


ſince, as the good prophet Azariah formerly told King Aſa, 


and all Judah, and Benjamin — that the Lord would be with 


them, while they were with Him; — ſo, will He be with us 


0 my People) upon the like foregoing Condition; granting us, 
in this World, Knowledge of His Truth — and in the World 


to come, Life everlaſting : — but if we forſake Him, He will 


forſake us; ik the Rich and poor do ſo among us — we ſhall 


be conſumed, both we and our King; nor ſhall we ever be 


red by our Militia, or other our F orces : No King can be 
0 


* 


5 . 
ſo faved by the Multitude of an Hoſt; neither is any mighty 


2 Man delivered by much Strength : but the Eye of the Loxp E 


is on them that fear Him; and, that put their Truſt 7 


80 that, in very few Words, let u me Dr” leave with you my 
F riends, my Countrymen, and Fellow Chriſtians — — this very 
neceſſary and ſalutary Caution; E tobe ſtedfaſt, immoveable, 
always abounding 1 in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch, as 


Ye know, that your Labour i is not in vain, in the Lord ! 


— 
* . 


Give me Leave too, Rakes before we go hence — to ſpeak 
freely to you of the Church, whereunto ye belong ; a Church, 

not only in its Doctrine and Diſcipline — but in all Things 
elſe, exactly conformable to the Primitive, the Apoſtolic, and 
Catholic One, which was watered with the Blood of Martyrs; 
and ſo, has our's — which was peſtered with Heretics, and 3 
Schiſmatics; and ſo, is our's— whoſe Doctrine is ſo pure, 
whoſe Diſcipline ſo exact, whoſe Worſkip ſo ſolemn, and all 
whoſe other Rules and; Conſtitutions — ſo holy, perfect, and 


divine — that Mankind, (too generally debauched in their Ty 


| Principles and Practiſes—) will hardly endure it ; = forſake it, 


and &y 


ts 
TIP" ate ati ad ne A ns HOG 
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— 


: and apoltatize from it, ( as many ) to PE Tables: — when, bf 
let all ſuch do as they pleaſe ' "WoW if Ye, my F riends, * 95 | = 


te. as F e to your Friends, as 1 0 2 #3 
Enemies, as Charitable to the Poor, and as Juſt to All = : 


leave you, or forſake vou, to 3 Portion for the 


we 


160 


Fo 


— 


(as our Church enjoins you — it will be way for you ! 


Happy will be the People, that are in ſuch a Caſe; yea, ye 
Bleſſed are the People, and they only, who have the Lornd 


for their Gop; ; who will never leave them, -nor forſake them : : 


VEE > 


So that finally, O my People! let me extant you (with 
Iſaiah) to truſt i in the Lonp ſor ever; for in the Loxp 


Jenovan, is everlaſting Strength; whoſe Eyes are in every _ 


Place, beholding the Evil and the Good: nor will He ever 


| Carntvorous Foxes ; — 


And my Life, my eternal Life for it — Ye ſhall be happy : 


for evermore | Has 


Hallelujah, Hallelujah Hallelujah ! 
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